Grizzlies open season with two road games by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
11-29-1971 
Grizzlies open season with two road games 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Grizzlies open season with two road 
games" (1971). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 25509. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/25509 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
vV-
GRIZZLIES OPEN SEASON 
WITH TWO ROAD GAMES
mathew/le 
11-29-71
s p o r t s  s t a t e  + b a s k e t b a l lsports
I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  •  U n i v e r s i t y  of  m o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 * ( 4 0 6 )  243-2522
MISSOULA--
The U n ive rs i ty  of  Montana b a s k e t b a l l  G r i z z l i e s  open season p lay  t h i s  week with  two 
road games ag a in s t  P a c i f i c  8 teams - -  the  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Oregon and Washington S t a t e  Univer-
The G r i z z l i e s  go a g a in s t  Oregon on the  Ducks' f1cArthur Court a t  9 p.m. 1ST Wednesday 
(Dec. 1) and then f l y  to  Pullman fo r  a 9 p.m. Friday c o n te s t  with  the  Cougars from Washing-
"We d o n ' t  know q u i t e  what to  expect from e i t h e r  o f  them," says new G r izz ly  coach
Jud Heathcote ,  the  former freshman b a s k e t b a l l  coach a t  WSU. "They 'r e  both  in  r e b u i ld in g
y e a r s ,  but t h e y ’ l l  s t i l l  be tough ."
Oregon l o s t  th ree  s t a r t e r s  from l a s t  y e a r ' s  team - -  Stan Love, Larry Hol l iday  and 
B i l l  Drozdiak,  a l l  of whom were d r a f t e d  by p r o f e s s i o n a l  teams. Return ing s t a r t e r s  are  
6-9 Rusty B la i r ,  who played forward l a s t  year  and w i l l  p lay  c e n te r  t h i s  y e a r ,  and 6-2 
Ken S trand ,  a guard.
The Webfoots are  expected to  s t a r t  B la i r  and Strand along with 6-2 Chris Thompson a t
the  o th e r  guard pos t  and Doug L i t t l e ,  6 -4 ,  a t  one forward pos t  with  e i t h e r  Paul Saunderland
or  B i l l  Ingram a t  the  o the r  forward spo t .
Oregon t i e d  fo r  second in  the  P a c i f i c  8 l a s t  year  with  a 17-9 record .  The Ducks 
and G r i z z l i e s  have played  one another  18 t imes and the G r i z z l i e s  have won t h r e e ,  the  l a s t  
one an 82-75 v i c to r y  in  1959.
Washington S t a t e ,  l i k e  Montana, has a new coach t h i s  y ea r .  Bob Greenwood. And 
WSU, l ik e  Oregon, l o s t  th r e e  s t a r t e r s  from l a s t  y e a r ' s  team.
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Lost to  graduat ion  were th re e  of the  top four  sco re rs  on the team - -  Jim Meredith and 
Dennis Hogg, both forwards,  and guard Mike Gomez. The only r e t u r n in g  f u l l - t i m e  s t a r t e r  i s  
guard Dan Steward,  who averaged 12.8 p o in t s  per  game fo r  the  r e g u l a r  season and 14.9 in 
conference p lay .  Also back are  Mike Dolven, 6 -9 ,  and Jim N ie l sen ,  6 -8 ,  who shared the
cen te r  spot l a s t  year .
Montana and WSU began p lay ing  one ano ther  in  1913 and have had 90 c o n te s t s  to  da te .  
WSU has won 68 and UM has won 22, the  l a s t  one by the  score  of 100-96 in  the  68-69 season.
The G r i z z l i e s  are  having t h e i r  good days and t h e i r  bad days l e a rn in g  H ea thco te 's  
brand of f a s t - b r e a k  b a s k e t b a l l .
In four scrimmages so f a r  t h i s  y ea r ,  community co l leg e  t r a n s f e r  Mike Murray, a 5-11 
guard,  i s  leading the  s t a r t i n g  team in  sco r ing  with an average o f  18.2 p o in t s  pe r  game. 
Center Ray Howard has been h i t t i n g  16.7 per  game and forward W i l l i e  Bascus i s  t h i r d  with 
14.2.
Howard and Bascus a re  t i e d  in  rebounding with averages of  10.7 each scrimmage.
Heathcote p lans  to  s t a r t  Murray and sophomore Robin Se lv ig  a t  the  guard s p o t s ,
L-i.scus and t r a n s f e r  Dale Parker in  the  forward p o s i t i o n s  and Ray Howard a t  c e n t e r .
Making the t r i p  bes ides  those  f ive  w i l l  be Kevin Rocheleau, Mike Vernon,
Cris  Anderson, Sco t t  Hollenbeck, Ear l  Tye and Blake Lyman.
The G r iz z l i e s  r e tu r n  to  Missoula Saturday and leave again Monday f o r  Laramie and 
the  Dec. 7 c o n te s t  with the  U n iv e rs i ty  of  Wyoming.
###
(NOTE: KYLT Radio of Missoula w i l l  c a r ry  both the  Oregon and Washington S t a te  games
l iv e .  Pre-game shows fo r  both begin  a t  8:45 MST. KYLT w i l l  c a r ry  a l l  the  G r izz ly  games 
t h i s  y e a r . )
